
Anyone who is exposed to continuous racism suffers, no matter if this racism occurs at a young age 
at school or later in adult life.

93% of the people who took part in a three-year study of the Flinders University’s Southgate Institute 
in South Australia reported experiencing racism, particularly within the justice and education systems 
[29]. Experienced regularly, racism leads to poor health the study found.

“We found that Aboriginal people do not primarily have a higher rate of illness because they lack 
knowledge of what behaviours are good for their health,” the study’s chief investigator, Dr Anna 
Ziersch says.

“Compared with the general population, twice as many Aboriginal people did not drink and most 
exercised regularly—and yet they had worse physical and mental health.”

Heart disease, premature births, hypertension and mental illness have all been linked to racism [55].

If they encounter racist health workers, Aboriginal people can be so traumatised they would rather 
become sicker than return for treatment [48].

Ongoing racism can lead to heart disease, premature birth, hypertension, mental illness, physical 
illness or suicide [9,18].

 

From: http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/people/racism-in-aboriginal-australia#toc9

ALWAYS WAS, ALWAYS WILL BE

ABORIGINAL LAND



This compilation was done with the intent to distribute through the United States and Germany through 
travels and touring. It was in the hope that it informs people of things that are going on in “Australia”, that 
they might not have heard about before. There are also immigration nightmares, heinous treatment of 
refugees, poor conditions in detention centres, institutional and casual racism, but they are not the focus of 
this compilation. Please research if you want to know more.

The focus of this is the six years of the Northern Territory Intervention and its wider context of systemic 
displacement, dispossession and genocide of Aboriginal people in Australia. Since colonisation, the 
Australian Government has been responsible for acts such as the White Australia Policy, and the Stolen 
Generations, which has been recognised as genocide by international bodies. There are significant dispari-
ties in statistics regarding deaths in custody, health, life expectancy, literacy, education, income, welfare, 
and housing. Please refer to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Year Book Australia, 2012 and 
<http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/c311215.nsf/web/Aboriginal+and+Torres+Strait+Islander+Peoples+-+Health>

Other ongoing acts of colonisation are the privatisation of Aboriginal land, for purposes of coalmining, 
logging, oil drilling, uranium mining and seabed mining. You can research these, or others: Jabiluka Uranium 
Mine, Ningaloo Reef, the Kimberley, mining in the Northern Territory. I will include some excerpts.

In regards to the NT Intervention, I am including letters written by Aboriginal community members, and if you 
would like to read the Government’s justifications, then you may independently research that.

I am a non-Aboriginal settler coloniser who previously resided on the stolen land of the Gadigal people.

Further reading:
http://www.stoptheintervention.org/
http://www.clc.org.au/articles/info/mining-and-development, Central Land Council
http://www.ccwa.org.au  -  Conservation Council of Western Australia
http://www.alc.org.au/  -  Aboriginal Land Council

Indigenous people were 16.5 times more likely than non-indigenous people to die in custody between 1990 and 1995. 
This rate reflects the disproportionately high number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in custody.

From 24th May 2013 
<http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-05-24/sharp-rise-in-number-of-aboriginal-deaths-in-custody/4711764>

Around 30,000 people are behind bars, and Indigenous inmates account for a quarter of the prison population but only 
2 per cent of the general population.
In 2008-09, 15 Aboriginal people died behind bars. By 2010-11 that number had risen to 21.
The AIC report shows that most of these deaths were due to natural causes like cancer and heart conditions.
Previously self-harm was the leading cause of deaths in custody. 

NT has the highest rate of Indigenous deaths in custody
Based on current statistics, the Northern Territory has the highest rate of Indigenous deaths in custody in Australia.
Between 1979 and 2011, there were 32 deaths in custody in the Territory, 24 of which were Indigenous people.
The Territory has the highest incarceration rate of Indigenous people in Australia, with 97 per cent of juvenile detainees 
being Aboriginal.
Of adults in prison or other forms of detention, 82 per cent are Indigenous.
The Closing the Gap policy is focused on improving those outcomes for Indigenous Australians.
The Federal Government says it is supporting state and territory governments with $4.6 billion.
But Gracelyn Smallwood, an associate professor at James Cook University and an Aboriginal leader in North Queens-
land, says a lot of that money does not end up where it is needed.
"The infrastructure's very poor and most of the jobs are given to outside consultants which are mostly non-Indigenous 
people or companies that don't employ people on the ground, which is our local people," she said.
"They've abolished the work for the dole scheme, which was at least helping our communities to get some economic 
development.
Associate Professor Smallwood says if all the royal commission's recommendations had been implemented, "we 
wouldn't have any deaths in custody and we wouldn't have a massive increase in the incarceration rates nationally".



This letter was written in June 2007, in the first month of the Intervention

Mutitjulu community leaders Dorothea and Bob Randall write:

We welcome any real support for indigenous health and welfare and even two police will assist, but the Howard 
Government declared an emergency at our community over two years ago -- when they appointed an administrator 
to our health clinic -- and since then we have been without a doctor, we have fewer health workers, our council has 
been sacked, and all our youth and health programmes have been cut. 

We have no CEO and limited social and health services. The Government has known about our overcrowding 
problem for at least 10 years and they've done nothing about it.

How do they propose keeping alcohol out of our community when we are 20 minutes away from a five-star hotel? 
Will they ban blacks from Yulara? We have been begging for an alcohol counsellor and a rehabilitation worker so 
that we can help alcoholics and substance abusers but those pleas have been ignored. What will happen to alcohol-
ics when this ban is introduced? How will the Government keep the grog runners out of our community without a 
permit system? 

We have tried to put forward projects to make our community economically sustainable -- like a simple coffee cart at 
the sunrise locations -- but the Government refuses to even consider them.

There is money set aside from the Jimmy Little foundation for a kidney dialysis machine at Mutitjulu, but National 
Parks won't let us have it. That would create jobs and improve indigenous health but they just keep stonewalling us. 
If there is an emergency, why won't Mal Brough fast-track our kidney dialysis machine? 

Some commentators have made much of the cluster of sexually transmitted diseases identified at our health clinic. 
People need to understand that the Mutitjulu health clinic (now effectively closed) is a regional clinic and patients 
come from as far away as WA and SA; so, to identify a cluster here is meaningless without seeing the confidential 

On 18th December 1998 in the ACT Supreme Court, Justice Crispin delivered his judgement on the 
Aboriginal genocide case, accusing Howard, Fischer, Harradine, Hansen and other Federal Parliamentarians 
of pre-meditated genocide.

In response to the application by Wadjularbinna Nulyarimma, prosecutors and intervenors Justice Crispin has 
accepted at law that the atrocities perpetuated against Aboriginal peoples since 1788, and that continue to 
this day, are in fact genocide:

     “There is ample evidence to satisfy me that acts of genocide were committed during the colonisation of 
Australia. (para 78)”
 
 “It is clear from the bloody pages of Australian history that the wholesale destruction of Aboriginal 
peoples was related to an equally wholesale usurpation of their lands. Yet, in the light of what we now know it 
now appears that this course was contrary even to English law.(para 32)”

However, Justice Crispin held that the crime of genocide is not punishable under Australian law because he 
says:

 “It is clear that whilst the Act effectively ratifies the Convention it does not purport to incorporate the 
provisions of the Convention into Australian municipal law.(para 66)”

No law against genocide means Australia is not a civilised nation 
http://nationalunitygovernment.org/content/no-law-against-genocide-means-australia-not-civilised-nation



patient data. 

The fact that we hold this community together with no money, no help, no doctor and no government support is a mira-
cle. Any community, black or white would struggle if they were denied the most basic resources. Police and the military 
are fine for logistics and coordination, but health care, youth services, education and basic housing are more essential. 
Any program must involve the people on the ground or it won't work. For example, who will interpret for the military? 

Our women and children are scared about being forcibly examined; surely there is a need to build trust. Even the 
doctors say they are reluctant to examine a young child without a parent's permission. Of course, any child that is 
vulnerable or at risk should be immediately protected, but a wholesale intrusion into our women's and children's privacy 
is a violation of our human and sacred rights. 

Where is the money for all the essential services? We need long-term financial and political commitment to provide the 
infrastructure and planning for our community. There is an urgent need for tens of millions of dollars to do what needs to 
be done. Will Mr Brough give us a commitment beyond the police and military? 

The Commonwealth needs to work with us to put health and social services, housing and education in place rather than 
treating Mutitjulu as a political football.

But we need to set the record straight:
 - There is no evidence of any fraud or mismanagement at Mutitjulu – we have had an administration for 12 
months that found nothing.
 - Mal Brough and his predecessor have been in control of our community for at least 12 months and we have 
gone backwards in services.
 - We have successfully eradicated petrol sniffing from our community in conjunction with government authorities 
and oil companies.
 - We have thrown suspected pedophiles out of our community using the permit system which the Government 
now seeks take away from us.
 - We will work constructively with any government, state, territory or federal, that wants to help Aboriginal people.

The 1967 Referendum

On May 27, 1967, Australians voting overwhelmingly to change the Australian Constitution. 
Provisions which prevented the Federal Government from making laws for Aborigines, and excluded 
Aborigines from being counted in the census, were removed from the Constitution. 

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au

One article in the Australian media states: "before that vote, Aboriginal people weren't counted as 
people, they came under the Flora and Fauna Act." This statement is not strictly correct, though it 
does reflect aspects of the way Indigenous Australians have been governed.

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_referendum,_1967_(Aboriginals)>

Stolen Generations

Between 1910 and the late 1970s about 100,000 Aboriginal children were abducted from their 
families. The government believed that Aboriginals had no future as a people and advised that their 
children should be fully integrated into white society and brought up according to white rules, 
customs and traditions. The general aim was to “assimilate” or “breed out” the aboriginal race. Many 
children were forced to grow up in orphanages or foster families, or were raised by white missionar-
ies. Children were physically and sexually abused in addition to being used as unpaid labour.

Only as late as 2008 did the Australian government, led by PM Rudd, officially apologise, and the 
apology was not made for the genocide but rather for the “collateral” damage inflicted. To date, no 
compensation or repatriation moves have been made to help the “stolen generations.” 

www.culturaldiplomacy.org 



This was written six years later, as the Intervention continues - 21 Jun 2013

The NT Intervention - Six Years On
By Barbara Shaw

Six years ago my family watched the TV in my living room as John Howard
announced he would be sending in the military and taking control of our
communities.

I have never been more frightened in my life. I locked the gate of my town
camp and kept the kids inside for two weeks for fear of them being taken. I
worried constantly about my family out bush who didn't understand what was
coming.

They said the Intervention was about stopping children from being abused,
that it was going to stop the drinking and domestic violence. But all I
have seen is racism and disempowerment of our people. It's the old
assimilation policy back again, to control how we live. The government and
many non-Aboriginal NGOs have taken over the assets and responsibilities of
our organisations, both in the major town centres and remote communities
forcing us to comply with their policies that take no account of Aboriginal
culture and our obligations.

Take income management, which I have been on for five and a half years. I
ran for parliament in 2010 and outpolled both Labor and Liberal candidates
in Central Australian communities. I have represented my people at the

The Kimberley under threat

At the same time as the Kimberley’s extraordinary natural values are beginning to be recognised, its mineral 
resources are also attracting attention.  Development proposals include two large LNG plants to process gas from the 
Browse Basin; two bauxite mines, coal mines, uranium mine, two ports and an alumina refinery; a zinc mine and 
smelter; and an iron ore mine on an island.
Each of these projects alone would have significant local environmental and social impacts, but together they add up 
to an industrialisation of the Kimberley that could destroy its natural values and have a severe impact on its society 
and economy.
The most immediate threat at present is from the exploitation of the huge Browse Basin gas field. Recoverable 
reserves in the Browse Basin are estimated at more than 50 trillion cubic feet, or more than a third of Australia's 
known offshore gas reserves. At present Woodside and Inpex are both in the advanced stages of planning LNG 
plants, Karoon Gas/ConocoPhillips and Shell are planning exploration drilling, and a number of other companies 
have exploration permits in the Browse Basin.

http://ccwa.org.au/campaigns/kimberley

August 2013, NT miners fined for desecrating Aboriginal site 

170 km North of Tennant Creek lies Bootu Creek, home to the Kunapa people.
A sacred site there, called Two Women Sitting Down, once told a dreaming story about a marsupial rat and a bandi-
coot that had a fight over bush tucker.
Now it lies in ruins and custodian Gina Smith says it can't be replaced.
The destruction of the site, back in 2011, was due to drill and blast mining nearby by OM Manganese, the subsidiary 
of Singapore-based OM Holdings Ltd, which was mining for the rich manganese ore found in the area.The company 
had received permission to mine in the area from the Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority of the Northern Territory, 
as long as the sacred site was not harmed.

http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2013/08/02/nt-miners-fined-desecrating-aboriginal-site



United Nations. But the Government says I can't manage my money. On their
own estimations of $6000 to 8000 per person per year administrative cost
for income management, the government has spent more than $30,000 dollars
just to control my small income.

This system has made it much harder for us to share and care for each
other. I used to run an unofficial safe house here at Mt Nancy town camp.
I'd get money off all the parents every week. If there was drinking and
fighting and the kids needed somewhere to be, they knew they were safe here
at "Big Mamma's" house and that I could buy meals for them. No one has the
cash to chuck in any more. The Government has refused to fund a community
centre here on our town camp.

The town camps of Alice Springs have seen a massive influx of people coming
in from remote communities. Taking away Community Development Employment
Projects (CDEP) and Aboriginal Community Government Councils out bush means
people have nothing to do there. At the moment I have five families and
four generations staying in my house, my little family and others from the
bush, many trying to access services like respite care which should be
available back in their home community. We are one family in each room and
another in the lounge room. As always, I have given up my bed out of
respect for older relatives.

Many who come into town to access the services just stay here, or others
come in just to drink. I am witness on a daily basis to the increase in
drinking and fighting on our camps that has come from this.

the expansion of income management into their community. Tomorrow on 22
June there will be a rally in Bankstown in Sydney which is also facing
income management.

We are all staring down the barrel of a Tony Abbott government. The
Opposition Leader has said that income management should apply to all
people on Centrelink across Australia. I truly believe he will be even
worse for Aboriginal people than John Howard. I encourage everyone to vote
for progressive parties other than the two major parties which have kept us
under this Intervention.

But most importantly we must continue to stand together and to struggle, to
fight for Aboriginal self determination and to fight for jobs and services
for all struggling communities -- not the punishment of the Intervention.

Black and White unite



It makes me sick in my stomach when I hear Aboriginal MLA Bess Price attack
me in Parliament as an anti-Intervention activist who does not care about
the suffering of women and children. I have to deal with these issues every
day and I see them getting worse because of the policies she has supported.
The massive influx of her own constituents from bush communities that have
been robbed of jobs and assets is a major driving factor.

Bess Price promised on ABC radio after being elected to the Northern
Territory Parliament last year that she would put back the Yuendumu
community council. Where is that promise now? Her Country Liberal
Government has made it clear they will not be bringing back the Councils.
Her Government has cut funding for our youth programs, has cut funding for
domestic violence workers in NT Hospitals. These are all things we have
been campaigning for. The $1 billion that has been budgeted since the
Intervention for the income management system Bess Price supports -- but has
never had to live under -- could fund the support and services that we
actually need to deal with these issues.

Many more police are employed now in Alice Springs, supposedly to deal with
the social problems. But the relationship with Aboriginal people has
seriously broken down. We live in fear of the police, always hearing
stories about them bashing our relatives, or taking them 20km out of town
so they have to walk back. We are scared what happened to Kwementyaye
Briscoe, who died last year after being taken into "protective custody" by
the police.

any more. There is a real ignorance and a hostile mentality towards
Aboriginal people within the NT Housing department.

I have fought the Intervention from day one. We built a massive amount of
support from people and organisations right across Australia to try and
stop the government from continuing the Intervention for another 10 years
through the "Stronger Futures" laws. But they refused to listen to us.

I will keep fighting. Self determination is the key to getting us out of
the social problems that we face today. It is the only way to do this. It
is just disgusting how much money has been wasted on bureaucrats to control
us, or on ineffective non-Aboriginal services that can not engage with our
people.

Whether it's in a remote community or here in a town camp -- services must
be delivered by our people. We must be given the power and resources to
take control. We have the language, we have the communication, we can
relate to one another. And there must be proper funding to our
organisations, on a scale that can actually help lift us out of shocking
living conditions. Not just peppercorn short term grants that set us up to
fail.

I want to appeal to all the supporters I know are out there to keep
fighting alongside me. Income management is not just in my backyard, now
it's coming to yours. Today, 21 June, there will be a press conference in
Playford South Australia of a new coalition that has formed there to fight



The Intervention gave police the power to enter our homes without a warrant
to search for alcohol, along with "star-chamber" powers that treat us as
terrorists. I have heard that this week in a case brought by Palm Island
residents, the High Court ruled that alcohol laws which target Aboriginal
people are "special measures" under the Racial Discrimination Act because
they are for our own good.

Let me explain what this means for my life. Earlier this year there was a
massive police raid here on my camp which they said was a "routine
operation" to search for alcohol. There were paddy wagons, squad cars, four
wheel drives, a surveillance van and police officers on dirt bikes circling
every yard, going in to search every house.

I was shaking in my shoes. I had many children in the house who are already
scared of police and I didn't want them coming through. I was breaking the
law that day. I had three cans left over from a six pack of beer in the
house. I was worried I was going to be arrested and taken away with all
these children in my house. I gave it to the police and asked them not to
come through because of the children. But they said they had to. They
walked through making comments like they were a landlord doing an
inspection, "this is a nice house, not like those other ones".

So many more of our people are going to prison. There are twice as many
people locked up now than before the Intervention and three times as many
woman. Close relatives of mine -- men, women and teenagers are all currently
in prison. I'm giving support to my brother in law looking after a baby and
young child while his wife is in prison.

The house I live in is just one year younger than me. My father fought for
funding to build houses on our town camps. We used to manage them ourselves
before we were forced to sign over our leases to the Commonwealth
government. Now I am paying next to market rent to the NT Housing agency on
a house I have lived in for much of my life.

We have so many problems with NT Housing. We used to get repairs and
maintenance done through our Aboriginal council Tangentyere, but now we
have to wait and wait for shoddy work from NT Housing. We used to be able
to have people making trouble on our town camp dealt with straight away
through Tangentyere. now we don't have that power and can't do anything
about problem visitors.

I sit at my front door and see Public Housing Officers, toy coppers who
just cruise around our camps watching for trouble and calling the police.
It used to be our Night Patrol -- our own people who would actually get out
of the car, engage with us, try and solve problems where they could without
police. Our Night Patrol is still active, but are being pushed aside out of
their role.

Living under Territory Housing rules and regulations is not culturally
appropriate. For example, in Aboriginal society when somebody passes away,
the family moves out of that house and another moves in. We swap houses. Or
if a young fella comes out of ceremony camp, he has to stay in a house with
other young men. We can't take our own initiatives to make these changes


